


I am Vanessa Shababzadeh,  
an Industrial Designer born in 
Germany raised with Persian 
roots and now studying in Los 
Angeles.  

             Hi! 



Spark of  creativity 
started in the rug store of my 
parents, which surrounded me 
with a space full of stories and 
poetic creativity. Coming from a 
non-designer family, allowed me 
to discover what design means 
to me



Collecting 
emotional memories 
from spaces and sensorial 
experiences has been 
something important 
along my journey



Early on  
I was inspired by the details of 
the rugs, each of which tells a 
story in space and contains  
depths of meanings and 
moods 



My curiosity  

leads me see things differently, 
allowing me to use the power 
of observation more fully 



Exploring 

different cultures and ways of 
living through travel to five 
dif ferent continents has 
shaped my worldview



Testing the waters 
through basketball, violin, 
soccer, tennis, drumming, 
swimming, gymnastics, ice 
skating, volleyball. Trying so 
many different things was 
critical to finding out what I 
enjoy



Expressive outlets 
like ballet and piano, which I 
found after experimenting 
with so many activities. My 12 
years of participation in these 
creative skills allowed me to 
find new ways of expressing 
myself



Volunteering 
to teach German and design to 
refugee and low-income 
families led me to appreciate 
creative ways of connecting 
with others



Connecting 
through empathy with others. 
Being an introvert gave me 
difficulties to connect with 
others but I found that art, 
design, and language, helped 
me to bride the gap, especially 
when interacting with people 
from other backgrounds 



Observation 
was a skill that I developed 
t h r o u g h m y c h i l d h o o d , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n w a t c h i n g 
interactions in my parents’ 
store



Use of  space 
is a concept that has fascinated 
me, in the many ways that 
interaction between people 
and products are determined 
by their environment



Bringing together 

my creative library and the 
poetic connections between 
people and space naturally led 
me to Product Design, where all 
of these interests intersect



Product Design 
Product design for me not only 
my poetic and sensorial sense for 
design. 



Product Design 

Product Design comes for                
me together with its spacial 
experience. The interactions, 
func tions and moods are 
working together in the details 
and in the bigger picture.



Design process 
I often try to understand how 
Product Design and the Space 
work together and effect each 
other. Sometimes question like: 
What if our living environment 
was functionally determined by 
our mood?, open up my design 
process in how I see products 
and spaces will proceed. 
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Driven by context 
and people , spaces and 
products, I constantly strive to 
embrace opportunities, make 
connections and seek out 
s o u r c e s o f i n s i g h t a n d 
inspiration. Projects are about 
how they make people feel, that 
is why it is important for me to 
constantly be open to new ways 
of thinking.



Thank you. 
Merci. 
Danke. 


